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In “Drown,” Junot Diaz suggests that intimacy can be both protective and limiting.. Furthermore, his close relationships with
Beto and with his mother allow him to continuously think of himself as his mother’s son or Beto’s friend, instead of realizing
that he is in control of his own life.. His relationship to his mother limits his growth by keeping him in his childhood role, and
the intimacy of his friendship with Beto betrays him when Beto sexually violates Yunior.
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While Yunior’s close and often codependent relationships with his mother and Beto at first provide him with stability and
structure for his life, they sour as he grows.
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